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When 1n August 1953 the Soviet Unicon detonated its
cperational nuclear weapon and in this way overtock the U

n
States 1n applied technology, the Unlted States was annual

VIETNAM — NATO'S TESTING FIELD ¥oR CHEMICAL weEAPONS

Dr. K. Schumacher, Major in the Medical Service

On the baslis of facts known from the press
and from statements made by the FLM {[Natlonal
Liveration Front}, we will asttempt to review the
indlividual stages of the Y“chemical warfare” 1n
South Vietnam, describe the objectives and
effects, unmask the USA's demagoguery, and
evaluate the use of CW (Chemische Kampfstolfa;
Chemical weapons) in South Vietnam.

American military offliclals and economists frequently complzin
in the United States approximately 180 million persons inhabit

& territory of less than 10 miilion sguare kilometers.-while 4n the——

% Union approximately 210 million persons inhabit an area of
22 millicn square kilometers, and that the military industry

in the United States 1s limited to a few large centers which can
ve easlly aestroyed with nuclear weapons,
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ating 31.1 willion dcllars for the development of chemical

weapons (CW) and biologlcal weapons (BW),

oo whemsesth Bl s

1950 the amount was 103.4 million dollars

R | 133.5 million dc¢llzars

ix03 to 1966 200.0 million dollars

1567 230.0 milidon doliars
FTD=HT=~d3-338-59 i
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ntries with a more advantageous population density and
distribution of defensive dindustries a
fact that some NATO ccountries, especila
50 much attentlion to chemical and blolx

Naturally, the NALO professional »ress does not emphasize these
reasons. A hiaszed interpretation of ae comparative effects of
individuai mass destruction methods (1{DM) usually 1s as follows:

- chemical and blcloglcal weapons are more asconomical than
nuclear weapons; they can be manufactured secretly at small costs
and achieve taeir appropriate materizl importance;

— chemical and biological weapons arc tactically very

as well as other objJects militarily advantageous t¢ thelr users; the
extent, onset, and auration cf the effect can be aljusted tou the

tactizal requirements "in dcses®;
— chemical and bioliogical weapons cffer great advantages in

113

a ¥limited war.

The use of chemical weapons n the dirty * r waged by the
United States, its allles and accomplices :czgalnst the Vietnamese
people courageously fighting Tor thelr frecdom and inlependence musti
therefore be regarded as a test of new chemlcal weapons anc
utilizaticn of their tactical versatility.

Table 1 contains a summary of the chemical weapons useu by the

United States in the Ychemical war" whlch 1t began In 1561 apgalnst

the 1nnpabiltvants ol South Vietnam,
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1. The table was prepared on the basis of information supplied

by South Vietnam's Natianal Llberavion Froat.
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e rect peisoning ot useful animalis 1s cauzed by the
Fact that, after agpplication of herbicides, the ani 1,

a
peisoncus plants which they nermally avoela., Fforthernm

plants undergce changes leading to accumulatior of toxie subsltances

for example. potassium nitrate,

3. There are various opinions as to what irritating agent is
[a]

concealed under the American cover designari

e

FLN statements, it is thiophosgene. According to american
publications (mainiy Trom the U8 Army Chemlcal Center, Mapyland) it
e

is more protabie that 1t 1s o~chlorcbenzyliden

nas been included in the US

e d S L 3o sz Ty
gguipment as & "means for comballing

riots."
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4, FLI rali >ions hig meationed Tabun, Sarin, and Somi..
However, tae chemical wegpong prior to
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